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It’s all confirmed, for 2020 OGI is being held at the 
Watford Leisure complex which includes the Woodside 
Athletics Stadium, home to the Watford Harriers. 

The stadium has a newly laid 400m, 8 lane, floodlit all 
weather track, with a 700 seater stand. On the infield 
there are two javelin, two long jump, discus and shot 
put areas, all visible from the stand. While the adjacent 
leisure centre boasts a 25m 8 lane swimming pool, com-
plete with electronic timing and  four floodlit 4G 5 a-
side football pitches and parking for over 300 cars, 
coaches and 3 mini buses. 

Unfortunately, not everything has been finalised, as we 
are still negotiating with Watford Harriers for them to 
supply and operate the photo finishing equipment and 
we are still looking for a local venue to stage our netball 
tournament but we are hopeful that this will all be sort-
ed by the end of the year.  
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Following our consultation with the team managers, it 
has been decided that for 2020 the football tournament 
will be expanded to include boys up to the age of 16 
years old. 

As a result of the extra time needed to stage the tourna-
ment, it will now be held on the Sunday, rather than 
the Monday and it will more than likely last all day. 
This means, that apart from some of the oldest boys, 
almost all the track & field events for Sunday will be 
given over to the girls. 

Each team will be allowed to enter one five a-side team, 
consisting of one goalkeeper, four outfield players and 
two substitutes, per age group. Each age group will play 
in a league, with medals being awarded according to 
who finishes in the top three places, once all the games 
in that league are played. 

All other rules and regulations will be as they are set 
out in the current OGI rule book. 
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In an effort to reduce the 
amount of time that is spent 
having to rewrite the heat sheets, 
because of last minute withdrawals 
at the start of the gala, and in order 
to encourage the team managers to 
only choose competitors who want 
to swim, OGIC has decided to intro-
duce a limit on the number of 
swimmers which each team is al-
lowed to enter.  

Having studied previous years, it was noted that all the 
teams had a drop out rate, depending on age group, 
ranging from as low as 33% to as high as 75%,  

 

with the average across the 
board being 44%. It has 

therefore been decided that for 
OGI 2020, the number of 
swimmers which each team 
may enter in the gala, will be 
set at 60% of the total number 
of competitors which they 
have registered to compete in 
OGI on 30/04/2020. 

This measure should ensure 
that the gala gets underway quicker and hopefully if it 
finishes sooner, be able to present medals at the end of 
the evening, as we used to for the first OGI’S 

 

 

At the top of our newsletter is the new logo commemorating 40 years of 
OGI. It will also be seen on all our letterhead and promotional material, 
next year’s tracksuits and it is the design for next year’s medals. 

A big thank you to Michael Cattini who designed it for us. He is not only 
studying graphic design and photography at UAL (University of the Arts 
London) but an ex OGI competitor. 
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On Sunday 29th September, over 80 diners enjoyed a deli-
cious 4 course meal with wine in the Sala Padre Russo at 

the Italian Club, while helping us to raise much needed 
funds for next years OGI. 

So a big thank you to all those who supported us, by either 
coming or donating prizes and goods, the chef Antonio, 
owner of Il Cavaliere in Blackstock Road, for his wonder-
ful food, Maddy and Marco of The Italian Job for provid-
ing the music and all those who volunteered their time to 
work on the day. 

 

We are currently in the process of updating the OGI 
Rule Book for 2020. It should be completed by the end 
of November or mid December latest and once finished, 
we will email it to all the teams. 

It will also be available for download from our website 
at www.ogi-olympics.co.uk. 

 

 

Gala Dinner & Dance  
at the 

Royal National Hotel  
Bloomsbury 

To celebrate 40 years of OGI 

 

OGI has invested in new event software for both the 
athletic events and swimming gala and is currently in 
the process of testing and fine tuning it for our needs. 

Once we are happy with its performance, it will be 
rolled out to the Team Managers for them to use for 
their athlete registration. 
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